UNICEF and FIFA

The Power of Football for Peace

September 2004 update 

(Focus is to enhance these efforts at the country level in 2005 International Year of Sports and Physical Education, leading to the 2006 FIFA World Cup) 
Background 
In times of conflict, post-conflict and emergencies, football can provide children and adolescents with a sense of hope and normalcy. It can help traumatized children learn to integrate the experience of pain, fear and loss. It can help heal emotional scars, creating a safe environment that enables children and adolescents to express their feelings and build their self-esteem, self-confidence and trust. Given that football emphasizes participation on a team or in a club, it can provide former child soldiers a critical sense of belonging, necessary for their reintegration into the community.
As the most popular sport in the world, football is a universal language that can help bridge divides and promote the core values necessary for lasting peace.  It is a powerful tool to release tension and generate dialogue. On the playing field, cultural differences and political agendas dissolve. Children who play football see that interaction is possible without coercion or exploitation. Players interact within a framework of rules; a referee adjudicates on the justness of activity during a game. Penalties exist to sanction transgressions and enable a rapprochement between sporting adversaries.

Summary of 2004 FIFA donation to UNICEF

Below is a summary of FIFA’s $250,000 donation to UNICEF for the procurement of a second set of Sport-in-a-Box kits (the first donation for Sport-in-a-Box kits was made in 2003 and successfully supported girls education programmes in 11 focus countries).   
This recent donation comes to UNICEF to specifically support countries who are using football in their post-conflict peace-building efforts.  The donation has procured 1200 kits for 12 countries affected by conflict - each country will receive 100 kits by 21 September 2004, the International Day of Peace. Several country plans for the use of the kits are outlined below.  

Reports from the field indicate that many of the countries will not host a one-off event on 21 September, but rather have that date as the beginning or launch of long-standing projects or programmes that use football as the primary focus of peace-building programmes.  Such programmes are aimed at bridging divides within communities, restoring a sense of normalcy among children and youth affected by conflict, supporting existing pyscho-social healing programmes or teaching teach peace education and tolerance and equity withing communicties. 

Focus countries in this “Football for Peace” initiative include:   Afghanistan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Burundi, Colombia, Guinea, Haiti, Liberia, Occupied Palestinian Territory, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan

