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Casablanca, 20 May 2008
Women Run for Social Change in Casablanca
Last weekend more than 27,000 women and girls took over the streets of Casablanca to run in the ‘Course Feminine’, a 10k organized by Moroccan Olympic Champion Nawal El Moutawakel. Among the women were over 30 NGO representatives from the Middle East, North Africa and Afghanistan who also attended a two-day conference, following the race, on Gender Equity in Sport for Social Change.

The ‘Course Feminine’ is a unique and symbolic way to start the conference. The race is an initiative of Nawal El Moutawakel to empower women and girls through sports. This year was the 10th edition of the race. It is a true example of the power of sport as a viable tool for social change. 
The conference “Gender Equity in Sport for Social Change” gathered sport for development practitioners from 14 different countries in the region who are interested in using sport as a tool to enhance women’s self-confidence and role in society. 
This event is in its third year and convenes to discuss strategies to use sport as a tool for gender equity. It was initiated by Nike and organized in cooperation with Association Marocaine Sport & Développement (AMSD), NCDO, Swiss Academy for Development (SAD) and Women Win.
Special guests of the conference were Olympic Champion Joan Benoit Samuelson (USA) and Nawal El Moutawakel. Joan Benoit is the first woman to have won gold in the marathon race in the 1984 Olympics. And Nawal El Moutawakel is the first Muslim woman to become an Olympic Gold medalist, also in the 1984 Olympics. They met in 1984 and were reunited at the conference fourteen years later.
The attendees participated in workshops focused on communication, story-telling, measuring and reporting results and fundraising. Communication was the overall theme of the conference.  Attendees left the conference with strengthened networks and practical tools to use in their local programs as well as with new partnerships established.   

For more information about the conference please contact (YOUR won INFORMATION)
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